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VOLUNTEERS IN SERVICE TO AMERICA (VISTA) 

Volunteers In Service To America (VISTA) members 
serve with Washington Reading Corps (WRC) tutors to 
bring the test scores of struggling young readers up to 
grade level standards. As a VISTA member you will de-
velop and implement literacy activities in schools, commu-
nities and homes; recruit and train community volunteers 
to tutor struggling readers; act as a link between teachers, 
other members and community volunteers; develop com-
munity awareness of school needs and work toward im-
plementing sustainable solutions. 
 
VISTA members support the WRC program by recruiting 
and training volunteers, and engaging families and com-
munities in literacy activities to enhance student success. 
They also devote up to 2.5 hours a day tutoring students. 
WRC tutors spend the bulk of their eight-hour day tutoring 
K-6 students one-on-one or in small groups. VISTA mem-
bers spend the bulk of their day with program develop-
ment and community resource development. 
 
Both WRC tutors and VISTA members become an integral part of the school team to help struggling readers. 
They also participate in service activities and trainings with other members across North Central Washington. 
This allows members to share ideas and build lasting relationships with others dedicated to serving youth 
and communities. 
 
Washington State Governor, Gary Locke, started the WRC program in 1998. The program has seen unparal-
leled success and is recognized as making a difference for children and communities all across the state of 
Washington. 
 
What you may be doing as a VISTA member: 
 
Expand reading tutoring programs: Build, facilitate and oversee volunteer tutoring program; Tutor students 
up to 2.5 hours per day; Monitor, assess and report student progress; Gather resources to facilitate tutoring. 
 
Promote family literacy: Provide reading resources for parents and youth; Encourage reading activities in 
homes challenged by literacy; Help resolve transportation and isolation issues to bring youth and resources 
together; Act as liaison between parents and adult literacy organizations. 
 
Engage students in cross-age and peer tutoring: Coordinate and supervise cross-age and peer tutoring 
sessions; Provide training in basic cross-age and peer tutoring techniques. 
 
Recruit and train volunteer tutors: Recruit volunteers to tutor students in reading; Increase the tutor/
student ratio in reading activities; Organize and provide training and guidance for volunteer tutors. 
 
Ensure sustainability: Develop systems for collecting and sharing literacy information; Build community 
awareness by meeting with school administration and community leaders to report ideas and best practices, 
and share family/school/student needs. 


