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of Free Services for the Homeless

Esther Pomerantz, Okanogan County Community Action Council

iAre you homel ess? You ar e Omadtigh
orange poster that was posted throughout the community, these words reached
was the first line of a poster | made inviting people toaGbenmunity Day of FREE

Services for the Homelesa Thursday, January 27, 2011 coordinated by the Oka grmg '; S : 2 {38 0 k 1 &

nogan County Community Action Council in concert with the Point in Time Cou

Homelessness. Entiatés fABooks
Breakfasto Lite

When Executive Director, Lael Duncan, asked me to be the Project Coofgl{ Pro9ram s

tor for this event, | accepted the job eagerly. An opportunity to make a differend | 1,6 pmentor Room 3

pulled on my heart strings. | was pleasantly surprised to learn that the businesseg

this area had lots of heart too. Yakima SERVES 4
MADD 5

(Continued on page 2) Wenatchee High School

Highlights 6

Books and Breakfast Event Successfu
In Spite of Cold Snowy Weather

Linda Norris, East Omak Elementary

On January 31, 2011, dedicated
parents, students, and family members
braved the cold and snowy weather to atf@® N
tend our Books and Breakfast event held
in the school library at East Omak Ele-
mentary School.

As parents, students, and family
members entered the library, they were
greeted, and invited to partake in quite an6th grader Alfonso Medina, 4th grader

array of yummy breakfast items. Abraham Medina and their mother en-
joy breakfast while reading a book!
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(Okanogan County Community Day of Free Services for the Homeless , continued from page 1)

I am an Intermountain AmeriCorps volunteer serving at the Okanogan Community Action Council. When |
drove across the U.S. from New York, | did not know what to expect to find. At first | found an area where therg is
much poverty with a desperate need of change. But as | spent my time volunteering here, | noticed that not orje day
went by where there werendt people in the communifty
exception.

The Omak Presbyterian Church was the location of the event. | was able to recruit 17 organizations frgm our

the day!

There was a delightful buzz in the air as people were helping people. | withessed with my eyes many sfniles,
heard the voice of concern and saw the heart of cfomp
made chili that fed everyone that was hungry!

According to the National Coalition of the Hompel e
ness. 0 I f you were to |l ook up the word Ahomel essflo i
Afhaving no home or permanent place of residence.
l'iving in fear. I dm so glad that the Okanogan 0o mm

businesses that donated food, the organizations that donated services and all the volunteers that helped that day were
able to find time in their very busy schedules to help. Because of this compassion, we all provided the homelegs som:
thing very important that day that | can explain fin

Omak ABooks & cBntinned krdmaage 1) 0

On a long table, were bananas, apples, homemade sticky buns, breakfast rolls,
cheese bread, and blueberry muffins. Along with all of those items, next to it was a
% table with orange juice, milk, coffee and tea.

a Parents, students, and family members filled their plates with many of these

i delicious items. On their way to sit down, the next thing they saw was a nicely geco-

Wl rated table filled with free books. Students were given the opportunity to take h@me,
| and keep as many free books as they desired.

It was so nice to see parents, students, and family members enjoying qliality
—— | time reading together. Everyone appreciated the opportunity to take home fregfbooks,
B and the awesome breakfast!

By having a Books and Breakfast event, we have enabled family membgrs to
spend quality time together, which promotes and encourages families to repeatthis at
home.

22‘3%r:rd;ro';?:?’enagi?";’t:‘;';her A quote by JmRohini One of the greatest gjfts
at O6Books & Bretéla@Fasgtléftinobma?kttentlOn'o This is what
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Enti atos nNnBooks &
Literacy Program

Caitlin Lorenc, Paul Rumburg Elementary

The place is packed: parents and guardians are
against the walls, the last empty chair having been clai
twenty minutes prior. Every available space at the tables
clustered with students. Yet the room is so quiet one cal
hear whispers of pages turning and shudders running dg
spines as Ichabod Crane and his horse plunge deeper i
forest. At the front of the room, Principal Miles Caples i
perched on a stool, reading alolide Legend of Sleepy Ho
low to Paul Rumburg Elementary students. It is early mo
ing, October 20, 2010 in

fiBooks and Breakfasto
gram started by the foyrerson Entiat AmeriCorps team.
This early morning literacy event takes place before sch¢
begins. Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend
their children, where they may enjoy breakfast while beirj
read to by a guest reader, win a raffle prize and receive
book. Funded by the Community Foundation of North Cq
tral Washington, Ameri Cor
Breakfast o pr ogr a-204d1 schoal year.Q
Tony and Bridger Bird read a book together at Paul Rumburg
El ementarybés ABooks and BreaKfas

The Mentor Room of Wells Hall at
Wenatchee Valley College

& nd

Antonina Shapovalova, Wenatchee Valley College i
WorkForce Program

In Wing 4 of the ancient Wells Hall g¢enatchee Val- This room has become as much of a hontbecstudents as it
ley Collegea community has formed. The Mentor Room of has to me. Students are constantly bringing in snacks and tfeats
Wells Hall has become a little home to many. It comes equipfzeghare. We have become a little community, supporting arje
with seven computers, a coffee/hot water maker, a mini fridgencouraging each other as we wobble down the path of lifs.
snacks, and many eager students. It has become a little hom®eéwon has turned into a haven for many: a place to work harg
me because when | started at my site in Septerhbad a to make mistakedp laugh, anaven cry. A place to unwind,
scheduled lunch break from-bm; an hour to refuel myself shed worries and fears. A place to find comfort, smiling facep,
and enjoy the outdoors. How many times have | actually takeand endless advice. We are all equal hadiyiduals trying to
that break? Three times, maybe. It's not that | am being overereate a better world for ourselves and those around us, lenfling a
worked, it's just that | can't bear the image of closing the dooh&md or two along the way.
my room, leaving my students to wander in search of a place to
be for an hour.
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Yakima SERVES

Karlyn Koughan, Community Choice Healthcare
Network

i What are we calleld?b9d
AAmeri Corps!o
i What do we do?0

ASERVE! o

Among the red, white, anMAGmenkersgupportingategmmateysinging kagapkg n
Day parade, flashes of green were visible on the streets of
Yakima. AmeriCorps volunteers marched across town at the end
of the four day SERVES conference, exchanging thanks with
veterans for their service.

Over 900 volunteers came to the conference from all
over the state to gain skills and motivation from various work-
shops throughout the week. Energetic speakers gave classes on
everything from grant writing to teaching English as a second
language to building emergency shelters. Members ended tleir
workshopfilled days with dinner and games, including karaok
and BINGO.

At the end of the week, multimedia presentations on
civil rights and suffrage movements were given that exemplifi
the power of people who work for a calidrit what was most
inspiring about the SERVES conference was the sheer number of
volunteers.

01%

d

James Millikan, Antonina Shapovalova, Tina Duffey, Re-

A feeling of unity and purpose grew as individual vol- |jo.c4 Gormley, Anna Parisi, and Amanda Ellis show
unteers witnessed their potential as a group. A quick scan of thg, ¢ i patriotism during th

bustling, even overwhelmingly full dining hall of the conventiony 5ima
center conveyed that AmeriCorps volunteers are a force to be
reckoned with. Each individual is energetic and dedicated, and if

they put a fraction of the energy into their service as they did |nto Karlyn

the buffet tables, they certainly will have lasting impacts on their Koughan

communities. and Wil-
liam Crow-

Closing out the week with the Parade and a new per- ley enjoy a

spective of what it means to serve, volunteers returned to the|r game of

individual sites with 900 others in mind, supporting them through BINGO at

the rest of the service year. the end of a
busy con-
ference day
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